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Vaccine Measures cannot have 
any discriminatory impacts



Vaccine 
Measures 
G o v e r n m e n t 
measures in response 
to vaccine Measures 
C O V I D - 1 9 m u s t 
protect the rights of 
all people and cannot 
discriminate. The 
impacts of measures 
on the human rights 

of particular groups, including women, older 
people, people with disabilities, children, migrants, 
people seeking asylum and people living in poverty 
or homelessness, must be assessed beforehand. 
Should people belonging to such groups be 
disproportionally affected, mitigation measures 
need to be put in place. This is required by the 
prohibition of vaccine Measures `discrimination.  
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A global race is underway to develop and mass-
produce an effective vaccine to counter the new, 
deadly, and highly infectious coronavirus disease 
COVID-19, which has brought much of the world to a 
standstill. Many governments have warned that 
daily life cannot return to normal until their 
populations have built up antibodies to fend off the 
virus. Some clinical trials are already underway, but 
vaccine development often takes years. 

How does a vaccine work? 

Traditionally, vaccines are dead or weakened virus 
molecules —known as antigens— that trigger 
defensive white blood cells in the immune system 
to create antibodies that bind to the virus and 
neutralize it. 

There are four main types of conventional 
vaccines: 

 live vaccines use a weakened form of the virus to 
prompt the creation of antibodies; inactivated 
vaccines use a dead version of the virus; toxoid 
vaccines use toxins made by the virus to produce 
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immunity to the part of the virus that causes 
d i s e a s e ; a n d s u b u n i t , r e c o m b i n a n t , 
polysaccharide, and conjugate vaccines use 
proteins or other pieces of the virus. 
There are also several new types of vaccines that 
use the virus’s genetic material —DNA or RNA— to 
prompt the body to create antibodies. Scientists 
are still investigating these types for wide use in 
humans. 

When most of a population has been vaccinated 
and is immune to a particular disease, even those 
who are not immune are considered protected 
because the likelihood of an outbreak is small. This 
is known as herd immunity. Chickenpox, measles, 
mumps, and polio are all examples of diseases for 
which the United States has achieved herd 
immunity due to vaccines. 

Vaccine Measures systems worldwide, must 
remove all the barriers so that rich and poor alike 
can access the health care, technologies and 
medicines they need, free at the point of need. 
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 Vaccine – with equality and solidarity at its core – 
can protect all of humanity and get our societies 
safely running again.  

 Global agreement on COVID-19 vaccines, 
diagnostics and treatments – implemented under 
the leadership of the World Health Organization – 
that: 

1. Ensures mandatory worldwide sharing of all 
C OV I D - 1 9 re l a t e d k n owl e d ge , d a t a a n d 
technologies with a pool of COVID-19 licenses 
freely available to all  countries.  

2. Establishes a global and equitable rapid 
manufacturing and distribution plan – that is fully-
funded by rich nations – for the vaccine and all 
COVID -19 products and technologies that 
guarantees transparent ‘at true cost-prices’ and 
supplies according to need. Action must start 
urgently to massively build capacity worldwide to 
manufacture billions of vaccine doses and to 
recruit and train the millions of paid and protected 
health workers needed to deliver them. 
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3. Guarantees COVID-19 vaccines, diagnostics, tests 
and treatments are provided free of charge to 
everyone, everywhere. Access needs to be 
prioritized first for front-line workers, the most 
vulnerable people, and for poor countries with the 
least capacity to save lives. 

Can vaccine development be sped up? 

Many experts say that the timeline of twelve to 
eighteen months stated by U.S. officials for a 
COVID-19 vaccine is extremely optimistic. 

Under normal circumstances, during which the 
stages of vaccine development 
occur sequentially, a vaccine on 
average takes eight to fifteen 
years to get from the lab into the 
hands of health-care providers. 
The fastest a vaccine has ever 
been developed is five years as 
Mr.  Bill Gates 
 said : 

I believe that humanity will beat 
this pandemic, but only when most of the 
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population is vaccinated.  

Wealthy nations can help, for example, by making 
sure critical supplies don’t just go to the highest 
bidder. But people in rich and poor places alike 
will be safe only once we have an effective medical 
solution for this virus, which means a vaccine. 

Over the next year, medical researchers will be 
among the most important people in the world. 
Fortunately, even before this pandemic, they were 
making giant leaps in. 

Conventional vaccines teach your body to 
recognise the shape of a pathogen, usually by 
introducing a dead or weakened form of the virus. 
But there’s also a new kind of immunisation that 
doesn’t require researchers to spend time growing 
large volumes of pathogens. These mrna vaccines 
use genetic code to give your cells instructions for 
how to mount an immune response. They can 
probably be produced faster than traditional 
vaccines. 

My hope is that, by the second half of 2021, 
facilities around the world will be manufacturing a 
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vaccine. If that’s the case, it will be a history-
making achievement: the fastest humankind has 
ever gone from recognising a new disease to 
immunising against it. 

The third breakthrough will be in antiviral drugs. 
These have been an underinvested branch of 
science. We haven’t been as effective at developing 
drugs to fight viruses as we have those to fight 
bacteria. But that will change. Researchers will 
develop large, diverse libraries of antivirals, which 
they’ll be able to scan through and quickly find 
effective treatments for novel viruses. 

All three technologies will prepare us for the next 
pandemic by allowing us to intervene early, when 
the number of cases is still very low. But the 
underlying research will also assist us in fighting 
existing infectious diseases —and even help 
advance cures for cancer. (Scientists have long 
thought mrna vaccines could lead to an eventual 
cancer vaccine. Until covid-19, though, there 
wasn’t much research into how they could be 
produced en masse at even somewhat affordable 
prices.) 
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Our progress won’t be in science alone. It will also 
be in our ability to make sure everyone benefits 
from that science. In the years after 2021, I think 
we’ll learn from the years after 1945. With the end 
of the second world war, leaders built international 
institutions like the UN to prevent more conflicts. 
After covid-19, leaders will prepare institutions to 
prevent the next pandemic. 

These will be a mix of national, regional and global 
organisations. I expect they will participate in 
regular “germ games” in the same way as armed 
forces take part in war games. These will keep us 
ready for the next time a novel virus jumps from 
bats or birds to humans. They will also prepare us 
should a bad actor create an infectious disease in a 
home-made lab and try to weaponise it. By 
practising for a pandemic, the world will also be 
defending itself against an act of bioterrorism. 
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Moreover, amid these extraordinary efforts to 
secure a vaccine, scientists are still investigating 
how this new coronavirus behaves and trying to 
answer the many questions people have about the 
risk it poses and how protected they will be. 
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